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Citizens for Space Exploration

Washington, D.C. Trip

May 17-19, 2010

Executive Summary Report
· 145 Citizens for Space Exploration (CSE) representatives – including 32 “Gen Y” university students – representing 26 states met with 355 Congressional offices from 46 states to speak on behalf of America’s leadership in human space exploration.

· CSE visited:

· 70% of Senate offices;

· 66% of House offices;

· 63% of Senate Appropriations Committee Member offices;

· 88% of Senate Commerce Committee Member offices;

· 73% of House Appropriations Committee Member offices; and

· 73% of House Science Committee Member offices.

· These meetings were in addition to 73 Congressional office visits made in March and nearly 60,000 letters sent to Congress and the White House sponsored by GoBoldlyNASA.org – a complementary advocacy group that is led by Young Professionals who are concerned about the future direction of America’s human space exploration program.

· CSE has grown to conduct the largest (i.e. most Congressional offices contacted, most participants and most states represented) pro-human space exploration grassroots annual trip to Washington, D.C. in the nation.

General Background & Messaging: CSE is comprised of a diverse group of small and large business representatives, “Gen Y” university students and teachers, individual citizens, and county/municipal officials and employees who support the cause of continued American leadership in human space exploration.  

2010 marked the 19th annual trip of CSE to Washington, D.C. for meetings with Congress.  CSE’s bottom-line message was to voice support for a robust NASA-led human space exploration program which is vital to America’s economy, security and global leadership.

CSE promoted the following positions:

· Minimize the gap in America’s access to space and reduce our dependence on other countries for human space transportation

· Accelerate the development of a heavy-lift launch vehicle and human spacecraft to explore space beyond low Earth orbit

· Utilize the International Space Station as a platform for scientific research and exploration

· Establish a step-by-step approach to commercial access to low Earth orbit

· Commit to a goal of investing 1% of the annual federal budget in NASA (compared to .5% currently received)

Travelers Orientation & Congressional Reception:  J. T. Jezierski, Legislative Director for Rep. Pete Olson (R-TX-22), addressed the CSE participants at an opening night welcome and orientation session to discuss the status of NASA’s budget and the future of the Space Shuttle, International Space Station and Constellation Program.

Eleven Members of Congress, including one Senator, representing five states, as well as many Congressional staff, participated in a reception hosted by the CSE on Tuesday evening, May 18.  Attendees were:

1. Senator John Cornyn (R-TX)

2. Rep. Kevin Brady (R-TX-8)

3. Rep. Ken Calvert (R-CA-44)

4. Rep. Howard Coble (R-NC-6)

5. Rep. Bob Etheridge (D-NC-2)

6. Rep. Louie Gohmert (R-TX-1)

7. Rep. Gene Green (D-TX-29)

8. Rep. Parker Griffith (D-AL-5)

9. Rep. Pete Olson (R-TX-22)

10. Rep. Ted Poe (R-TX-2)

11. Rep. Bill Posey (R-FL-15)

Meeting Feedback: The information below provides a brief, top-level summary of major findings from CSE visits with House and Senate Members/staff. 

· Human Space Exploration:  There was broader awareness of space issues than identified in previous years and strong support for continued U.S. leadership in human space exploration based on the current program of record (Constellation) or some form of compromise with the Administration to better ensure sustained bi-partisan support.  Members/staff tended to favor a more immediate move to develop a heavy-lift launch vehicle and human space craft to support timely missions beyond low Earth orbit.

· President’s Proposal:  There was virtually no enthusiasm or support for President Obama’s proposal to cancel the Constellation program.  Members/staff generally expressed strong opposition based on likely adverse impacts on U.S. leadership and national security, STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) education, jobs and industrial base.
· NASA Funding:  Members/staff were generally supportive of the President’s recommendation to increase NASA’s budget by $6B over the next five years and there was a clear consensus that any modifications to the exploration program needed to be funded within those budget constraints.

· Commercial Space:  In principle, Members/staff believed the private sector can and should ultimately do things more cost-effectively than the government in providing space transportation services in low Earth orbit.  However, there was virtually no support for the President’s proposal to cancel the NASA-led human space transportation system and shift funding to develop a commercial crew launch vehicle and spacecraft for International Space Station, especially in the absence of demonstrated capabilities and agreed upon standards to ensure astronaut safety.

· “1% for Our Future”:  This initiative – first introduced during the 2008 Citizens trip – advocating a long-term goal of investing 1% of the federal budget annually in NASA was not a major focus of CSE messaging in 2010 in recognition of Congressional and public sensitivities to growing federal budget deficits.

States Represented by Travelers:

1. Alabama

2. Arizona

3. California

4. Colorado

5. Florida

6. Georgia

7. Illinois

8. Indiana

9. Louisiana

10. Maryland

11. Massachusetts

12. Michigan

13. Minnesota

14. Mississippi

15. Missouri
16. New Jersey
17. New York

18. North Carolina

19. Ohio

20. Pennsylvania

21. Tennessee

22. Texas

23. Virginia

24. Washington

25. West Virginia

26. Wisconsin

Summary Stats of Visits:

· Senate offices: 70% 

· House offices: 66% 

· Senate Appropriations Committee Member offices:  63%

· Senate Commerce Committee Member offices:  88%

· House Appropriations Committee Member offices:  73%

· House Science Committee Member offices:  73%

·  Total states visited:  46

New Initiatives:  This year’s CSE trip effectively used traditional media outlets (e.g. front page story in Houston Chronicle) while adding more elements of social media (including Twitter and Face Book).  The trip, for example, was chronicled throughout via You Tube on YourTownTV.com.  Secondly, all Congressional speakers at the reception were presented framed certificates of appreciation in recognition of their strong support for human space exploration.  Lastly, two Wednesday night activities were added for the benefit of the CSE participants: (1) Lockheed Martin sponsored a reception and review of its Space Experience Center; and (2) Rep. Gohmert (R-TX-1) conducted an extensive and fascinating tour of the U.S. Capitol. 145 Citizens for Space Exploration (CSE) representatives – including 32 “Gen Y” university students – representing 26 states met with 355 Congressional offices to speak on behalf of America’s leadership in human space exploration.


