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Citizens for Space Exploration

Washington, D.C. Trip

May 31- June 2, 2011
Executive Summary Report
· 88 Citizens for Space Exploration (CSE) representatives – including 24 “Gen Y” university students – representing 24 states met with 330 Congressional offices from 46 states to speak on behalf of America’s leadership in human space exploration.

· CSE visited:

· 69% of Senate offices;

· 61% of House offices;

· 67% of Senate Appropriations Committee Member offices;

· 67% of Senate Commerce Committee Member offices;

· 84% of House Appropriations Committee Member offices; and

· 87% of House Science Committee Member offices.

· These meetings were in addition to 94 visits by GoBoldlyNASA – a complementary advocacy group associated with CSE – in March to Freshman Congressional offices in an effort to advocate in support of the programs and budget approved by Congress and the President in the 2010 NASA Authorization Act. 
· CSE continues to conduct the largest (i.e. most Congressional offices contacted, most participants and most states represented) pro-human space exploration grassroots annual trip to Washington, D.C. in the nation.

General Background & Messaging: CSE is comprised of a diverse group of small and large business representatives, “Gen Y” university students and teachers, individual citizens, and county/municipal officials and employees who support the cause of continued American leadership in human space exploration.  

2011 marked the 20th annual trip of CSE to Washington, D.C. for meetings with Congress.  CSE’s bottom-line message was to voice support for a robust NASA-led human space exploration program which is vital to America’s economy, security and global leadership.

CSE promoted the following positions consistent with the 2010 NASA Authorization Act:

· Utilize the International Space Station as a national lab through at least 2020

· Develop a Space Launch System as a way to continue human space exploration and leverage investments made in the Ares launch systems

· Develop a Multi-Purpose Crew Vehicle for deep space missions using the Orion project’s human safety features, designs and systems

· Utilize existing contracts, investments, institutional knowledge, skilled workforce and industrial base

· Develop commercial space systems for low Earth orbit operations

Travelers Orientation & Congressional Reception:  Jeff Bingham, Professional Staff of the Senate Commerce, Science and Transportation Committee addressed the CSE participants at an opening night welcome and orientation session on Tuesday, May 31, to discuss the status of NASA’s budget, the history behind the 2010 NASA Authorization Act and prospects for the future of America’s space exploration program. 
Eight Members of Congress, as well as many Congressional staff, participated in a reception hosted by the CSE on Wednesday evening, June 1.  Attendees were:

1. Rep. Kevin Brady (R-TX-8)

2. Rep. Mo Brooks (R-AL-5)

3. Rep. Bill Flores (R-TX-17)

4. Rep. Gene Green (D-TX-29)

5. Rep. Ralph Hall (R-TX-4) – Chairman of the House Science, Space & Technology Committee

6. Rep. Shelia Jackson Lee (D-TX-18)

7. Rep. Pete Olson (R-TX-22)

8. Rep. Lamar Smith (R-TX-21)

In addition, Rep. Louie Gohmert (R-TX-1) again conducted an extensive and fascinating tour of the U.S. Capitol for the Citizens group on Thursday, June 2.
Meeting Feedback: The information below provides a brief, top-level summary of major findings from CSE visits with House and Senate Members/staff. 

· NASA Funding:  Regardless of their position on NASA funding, itself, Members/staff generally voiced the view that federal spending overall must be reduced and that all elements of the government must bear some of the burden of achieving those reductions.  There was also a general recognition that this dynamic would pit funding for space against other non-NASA programs making, at times, for tough choices even among Members supportive of exploration.

· Human Space Exploration:  There was continued bi-partisan support for exploration, but less passion than was the case in 2010 when the President had proposed the outright cancellation of the Constellation program for human missions to the moon and ultimately Mars. Many offices continue to view STEM education, American leadership, high technology and national security as major drivers for continuing America’s investment in human space exploration.

· Commercial Space:  There was a generally positive attitude toward and/or interest in the potential for commercial space as part of America’s future with the hope that it could create jobs to replace those being lost from the end of Shuttle operations and/or reduce the government requirement to invest in space exploration.  Member offices with oversight responsibility for NASA, however, tended to be more informed and more cautious on the topic of commercial space viewing it as one element of an overall American leadership agenda that requires a primarily government led exploration program, especially for beyond low Earth orbit missions.

States Represented by Travelers:

1. Alabama

2. Arizona

3. California

4. Colorado

5. Florida

6. Georgia

7. Illinois

8. Indiana

9. Louisiana

10. Maryland

11. Massachusetts

12. Michigan
13. Minnesota
14. Mississippi

15. Missouri
16. New Jersey
17. New York

18. North Carolina

19. Ohio

20. Pennsylvania

21. Tennessee

22. Texas

23. Virginia

24. Wisconsin

Summary Stats of Visits:

· Senate offices: 69% 

· House offices: 61% 

· Senate Appropriations Committee Member offices:  67%

· Senate Commerce Committee Member offices:  67%

· House Appropriations Committee Member offices:  84%

· House Science Committee Member offices:  87%

·  Total states visited:  46


