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Citizens for Space Exploration
Washington, D.C. Trip

May 18-20, 2009
Executive Summary Report

· 115 Citizens for Space Exploration (CSE) representatives – including 26 “Gen Y” university students – representing 24 states met with 341 Congressional offices from 49 states to speak on behalf of NASA and human space exploration.
· CSE visited 70% of Senate offices and 63% of all House offices, including 92% of Senate freshman and 84% of House freshman members.
· CSE visited 60% of Senate Appropriations Committee members; 76% of Senate Commerce Committee members; 68% of House Appropriations Committee members; and 81% of House Science Committee members.
· CSE has grown to be the largest (i.e. most Congressional offices contacted) pro-NASA, pro-space exploration grassroots annual trip to Washington, D.C. in the nation.
General Background: CSE is comprised of a diverse group of small and large business representatives, “Gen Y” students and teachers, and county/municipal officials and employees who support America’s investment in NASA and human space exploration.  
2009 marked the 18th annual trip of CSE – formerly known as National Keep It

Sold – to Washington, D.C. for meetings with Congress.  CSE’s bottom-line 
message was to voice support for NASA and America’s human space exploration program, as well as encourage the longer-term goal of investing 1% of the federal budget annually in NASA. Members and/or staff were provided with a one-page point paper explaining who CSE is and the reasons for supporting America’s investment in space.  
NASA’s Acting Associate Administrator for Strategic Communications and Government Affairs, Mary D. Kerwin, and NASA Senior Advisor Alan Ladwig addressed the CSE participants at an opening night welcome and orientation session to discuss the status of NASA’s budget and the Shuttle, International Space Station and Constellation Programs.
Ten Members of Congress and one Senator representing six states, as well as many staff, participated in a reception hosted by the CSE on Tuesday evening, May 19.  Congressional Receptions attendees were:

1. Senator George Voinovich (R-OH)

2. Rep. Henry Brown (R-SC-1)
3. Rep. Al Green (D-TX-9)

4. Rep. Gene Green (D-TX-29)

5. Rep. Parker Griffith (D-AL-5)

6. Rep. Suzanne Kosmas (D-FL-24)

7. Rep. Dennis Kucinich (D-OH-10)

8. Rep. Pete Olson (R-TX-22)

9. Rep. Ted Poe (R-TX-2)

10. Rep. Bill Posey (R-FL-15)

11. Rep. Glenn Thompson (R-PA-5)

In addition, Rep. Giffords (D-AZ-8), Chair of the House Science and Technology Committee’s Space and Aeronautics Subcommittee, met personally with the CSE on the steps of the Capitol on Wednesday, May 20. 
Meeting Feedback: The information below provides a brief, top-level summary

of major findings from CSE visits with House and Senate Members/staff. 
· Overall Awareness of Space Exploration  There is a wide range of awareness about America’s space exploration program and its value.  Most offices believe NASA and the space community need to do a better job explaining the benefits of space to Congress and the general public. The CSE visits proved a tremendous opportunity to begin a dialogue with freshman members in the Senate and House about space since many had no prior background on this issue.  Offices were interested in learning more about the direct connections (e.g. jobs, educational grants etc.) of NASA to their state or district.
· Education and Jobs  These two themes were the most prominent issues mentioned as a positive connection in support of NASA and space exploration.  Healthcare was also noted regularly, as was the importance of U.S. leadership in general.
· International Challenges to U.S. Leadership  While many offices expressed some concern for the space-related activities of China and other foreign countries in terms of the challenge to U.S. leadership, a much smaller number seemed particularly alarmed or viewed this as a strong reason to support NASA or human space exploration. 
· “1% for Our Future” This initiative – first introduced during the 2008 Citizens trip – advocating the longer-term goal of investing 1% of the federal budget annually in NASA received a mixed response.  Some offices welcomed the formula as a clear and worthy goal, but many more pointed out that the competition for available funding – especially between programs competing for domestic discretionary dollars – is intense and not likely to NASA’s advantage.  Some offices recommended that CSE better define how the additional funds would be used.
States Represented by Travelers

1. Alabama

2. Arizona

3. Arkansas

4. California

5. Colorado

6. Florida

7. Georgia

8. Illinois

9. Kentucky

10. Louisiana

11. Maryland

12. Michigan

13. Minnesota

14. Mississippi

15. Missouri
16. New Jersey
17. New York

18. North Carolina

19. Ohio

20. Pennsylvania

21. Tennessee

22. Texas

23. Virginia

24. Wisconsin

Summary Stats of Visits
· Senate offices: 70% 

· House offices: 63% 

· Senate freshman:  92%

· House freshman: 84%
· Senate Appropriations Committee member offices:  60%

· Senate Commerce Committee member offices:  76%

· House Appropriations Committee member offices:  68%

· House Science Committee member offices:  81%
